NO AS WEBSTER.

States could rest, and the political thought
of the independent colonies required for its
final fulfillment the depositary of national
consciousness which the King and Parlia-
ment had been, but could no longer be.
It was the working out of this practical
political thought which issued in the Con-
stitution and central goyernment, and it was
possible to be worked out only because
there had been generations of Americans
trained in political life.

Webster was one of these men. He was
the product of the forces which had been at
work in the country from the earliest days.
English freedom, which had forced its ways
to these shores, had grown and increased
under the fostering care of self-government
and native industry. He had been born
and brought up in a New England country
Tillage, the type of the freest and most de-
terminate local government; he had been
educated at a democratic college; he had
shouldered his musket in a war for the de-
fense not of his State alone, but of his coun-
try, vague and ill defined though its or-
ganic form might be. When, therefore, the
war was over, and the country was free and